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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

December 1  5th Grade Raktivist Meeting During Lunch 

December 2  4th Grade Raktivist Meeting During Lunch 

December 3  Falcon Factor 

December 6-10  Holiday Shop in Falcon Room 

December 7  PTO Restaurant Night at Panda Express 

December 13  School Board Meeting 6:00pm 

December 14  5th Grade Biztown Field Trip  

December 16  Winter Parties 

December 17  School Closed Unless Needed as a Make Up Day 

December 17  End of 2nd 9 Weeks and 1st Semester 

December 17  NWEA Testing Window Closes 

December 20-Jan 3 Winter Break – School Closed 

January 4  School Re-Opens 

January 5  Report Cards Sent Home in Bookbags 

 

Spirit Week: December 13-16 
Monday – Crazy hair / hat day 
Tuesday – Slipper Day 
Wednesday – Festive Gear 
Thursday – PJ Day 
 



FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Dear Cedar Canyon Families,  

I hope that everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving that allowed for some extra time together as a family.  

There is nothing better than time with our loved ones and sharing stories. 

As the holiday season approaches, I can’t help but smile.  I love seeing the smiles on the children’s faces, the 

excitement in their voices, and the spontaneous acts of kindness of our children. In addition to all of this, it can 

be a very busy time for students and families.  Within the next few weeks at school, the students of Cedar 

Canyon will have the Winter Classroom Parties, spirit week, and Holiday Shop.   Even with all of these activities 

going on around us, it is important to be mindful of our student’s getting a good night’s rest and staying up on 

their school work.      

Lifeskill Focus 
During the months of December and January, Cedar Canyon will continue to 
look find ways that they can “be someone’s rainbow.”  For the next two months, we 
will be focusing on the lifeskill of initiative: to do something that needs to be 
done without asking. Teachers will talk with students about ways that they can 
help others both in and out of school.  Please take some time to talk to your 
child/ren about the lifeskill of initiative and what this could look like at home.  I 
have included the monthly posters and calendars in this email. 
 
Winter Parties 
Our winter parties will be held on Thursday, December 16th.  Your child’s teacher will be sending home 
information pertaining to the parties.  Thank you in advance for your help and your donations.   
 
PTO 
I would like to THANK our PTO for their generosity, kindness, and support.  On Tuesday, all of our staff 
members were able to take home a pie for Thanksgiving.   They have also been hard at work preparing for the 
upcoming holiday shop.  Every month, they set an example of giving to our students, staff, and families.  A 
simple “Thank You” does not begin to express how much we appreciate all that you do!   If you have not had 
the chance to come to a meeting or get involved, please take the time to do so.  It is an amazing group of 
people who have the school’s best interest at heart.   
 
Outside Gear 
As the temperatures drop, thank you for ensuring your child is dressed appropriately.  Hats (or hooded coats) 

and gloves are a great way to keep your child warm during recess.  Students will go outdoors for recess unless 

the temperature with the wind chill is below 10 degrees.  We are thankful for our recess assistants that do a 

great job of keeping an eye on our students and weather to ensure a safe recess environment.  

As I look at my blessings this holiday season, I am so thankful that I am a part of an amazing school 

community.  I hope that you and your families have a safe and merry holiday season! 

Partners in Education, 

Courtney Bailey 



 

 



Artists in Action with Mrs. Harry 
I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving Break! This semester has flown by and I am so proud of each student’s hard 

work.   

In December, we will be wrapping up FAME projects (Theme: Jazz Age in North America) and squeezing in some 

holiday/winter themed projects right before Winter Break. Over the next couple weeks, I will be choosing winning FAME 

projects to take downtown to submit to the FAME Festival Celebration of Youth Concert. The committee chooses a few 

pieces from different participating schools to turn into posters for the concert. Each grade level painted to the song 

Rhapsody in Blue by George Gershwin and then created a drawing to cut and glue on top of the painting: 

K – Phonograph/Gramophone 

1st – Music notes and scales 

2nd – Jazz Cats 

3rd – Jazz instruments 

4th – Skyline silhouettes  

5th – Mardi Gras masks 

Thank you for your continued support in the art room! If there is anything I can help with, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me at alexis.harry@nacs.k12.in.us.    Alexis Harry  

MUSIC NOTES   

 

Happy December!  It’s hard to believe that we are about at the halfway mark for the school year!  We have been hard at 

work in music class.  Here is what each grade will be working on in December: 

K- We’re continuing to work on high vs low and loud vs quiet (it’s easy to get these mixed up!)  We’re also 

going to start working on long and short sounds so we can introduce rhythms next semester! 

1- First grade will continue to work on solfege syllables mi and sol. Next semester we’ll be adding in La. 

2- Second Grade is continuing to work on sixteenth notes, as well as mi sol and la. We’re going to start 

preparing for a new low note, Do, which we’ll introduce next semester. 

3- We’ve been working hard to learn about the treble clef the past several weeks. This month, we’ll be reading 

music to play a song on xylophones, and we’ll test our knowledge (12/6-12/10) to see what we know.   

4- We’ve been working hard to learn about the treble clef the past several weeks. This month, we’ll be reading 

music to play a song on xylophones, and we’ll test our knowledge (12/6-12/10) to see what we know.  

5- We’ve been working hard to learn about the treble clef the past several weeks. This month, we’ll be reading 

music to play a song on xylophones, and we’ll test our knowledge (12/6-12/10) to see what we know.  

Next semester is an exciting time in the music room- we will be able to sing again! Smaller classes have been able to 

space out enough to sing in the music room, but most of the kids have not sung since the spring of 2020! The new 

guideline from the district is that students will be spread out as much as possible and facing the same direction to sing. If 

you would like your child to wear a mask for the times we sing, please be sure to send one in for their music day.  

If you have any questions, please contact me at jamie.weidner@nacs.k12.in.us.      Mrs. Weidner 
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SPELLING BEE    

On November 23rd, twenty courageous 4th and 5th graders competed in the 

Annual Cedar Canyon Spelling Bee.  Mrs. Ashley, our reading interventionist, was 

the Pronouncer.  After 12 rounds and several hundred words, Mohamad Elhassan 

of grade four became the champion!  Lucy Walker, a 4th grader, was the runner-

up.  All students were well-prepared and did a fabulous job!  Mohamad will represent Cedar 

Canyon at the County Spelling Bee in February. 

                Gym “Shorts”    
with Mrs. Cobbs 

 
The students have been working hard this past month with underhand tossing and 
overhand throwing.  The students really enjoy these throwing games and always ask if we 
will play them again ‘next week’.  Unfortunately, we have to keep moving forward and we 
don’t often return to the games a second week. 

Our final Going for the Goal challenge is underway with jump rope and weighted hula hoops 
for Grades 2-5 and dribbling a basketball and jump rope for Grades K-1.  Students will have 
a chance to earn a medal at the end of November/first part of December. 

Just a quick reminder in case of bad weather: ONLY students who have PE on an eLearning 
day must complete my eLearning assignment. Just go to my Canvas page and look for the 
eLearning button and follow the directions.  

Finally, if you are looking for some great Holiday gift ideas, don’t forget about sports 
equipment; jump ropes are great for both boys and girls and all students will be working on 
a new jump rope challenge when we return from the holiday break.  United Arts and 
Education have great beaded jump ropes like the ones we use in class if you are interested 
in purchasing a good one.  

Remember to Get Yourself Moving! 

 

Mrs. Cobbs 
Physical Education Teacher 
Cedar Canyon Elementary 
2021 INSHAPE Elementary PE Teacher of the Year 
 

 

 

Student Learning Objectives: 

• Students will demonstrate competency in motor 

skills and movement patterns needed to perform 

a variety of physical activities. 

• Students will demonstrate an understanding of 

movement concepts, principles, strategies, and 

tactics as they apply to the learning and 

performance of physical activity. 

• Students will demonstrate the ability to perform 

activities that improve overall level of fitness. 



 


